December 2025	48
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 166h December 2025 in the Schoolroom of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm
1 Attendance:
1.1. Councillors Present: Mr I Vaughan (chair), Mrs S Bryant, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J Hathaway, Mrs S Hedley, Mrs C Hughes, Mr C Swiecicki, Mr S Tolhurst and Mr M Vaughan. 
1.2. Other Attendees: Mr P T Bird (Clerk). 
1.3. Apologies for absence:   Mr G Banham and Ms S Southcombe. Cllr J Garner and Cllrs D & W Brackenbury.

2 Minutes of November Parish Council Meeting:
2.1. The minutes of the November Parish Council Meeting were agreed as a true record by those present and duly signed by the chairman.

3 Public Participation:
3.1. Unitary Councillors. Not in attendance.
3.2. Electors. None in attendance.
3.3. Police Comments. The Police were not in attendance.

4 Matters arising from the minutes:
4.1. Speed sign. The issues surrounding the second sign appeared to have been resolved and the Clerk would install as soon as it was safe to do so, weather permitting.
4.2. Children’s Playground. The Clerk would collect the material on 17th December. 
4.3. Public Participation. Following publication of various press reports and photographs following the previous meeting the Clerk suggested the council may wish to tighten up the “Public Attendance Protocol”. Councillors agreed that the following paragraph should be added:-
“Members of the Press and Media are welcome to attend any Parish Council Meeting, but on arrival should introduce themselves to the Chairman or Clerk. Where possible a table will be made available for their use. Audio and video recordings shall only be made with the expressed permission of the Council. Anyone in attendance may exercise the right not to be photographed.”
4.4. Parking Restrictions Club Lane / Church Street. Referred to NNC Highways.
4.5. Addington Road Sped Reduction. Referred to NNC Highways.
4.6. Verge Cutting Agreement 2026. Agreement submitted to Highways.
4.7. Christmas Lights. The Clerk advised that initial costings for Christmas lamp post lighting units was upwards of £600 each. Also need to factor in cost of installation, connection and removal, along with storage costs – rough figure £200 per unit.
4.8. Traveller Site – General’s Corner. Lee Barron’s office had been in touch with a view to arranging a joint public meeting with the Council regarding this subject. The Clerk had responded that he would make contact once details of the consultation were known.

5 Planning Matters:
5.1. Planning Decisions:
5.1.1. 49 Mill Road. Installation of dropped kerb. NE/25/00290/FUL Permitted.

5.2. New Planning Application(s):
5.2.1. None 

5.3. Other Planning Matters:
5.3.1. 27 Rose Terrace. No update
5.3.2. 32 Thrapston Road. No update
5.3.3. Wall at Five Spires Church Green No update.
5.3.4. Information re former A604. Clerk that planning permission had been awarded for a new entrance into the former Dodson and Horrell site (Islip Parish) approximately 200 metres northeast of the existing entrance. Additionally, the speed limit for the road between the Thrapston Road, Woodford junction and the A6116 roundabout would be reduced to 40mph.

6 New Correspondence / Clerk’s announcements:
6.1. Community Speedwatch. The council had been invited to join the 2026 Community Speedwatch. This would also involve purchasing the Council’s own equipment this year. Unanimously agreed. Clerk to place order.
6.2. would be taking place within next six months and changes be effective from May 2029.
6.3. Consider Donation to St Mary’s Churchyard maintenance. Following discussion councillors unanimously agreed to donate £500.00.
6.4. Consider donation towards Saints Alive costs. Following discussion councillors unanimously agreed to donate £200.00.
6.5. Community Governance Review. NNC were to hold a Governance review. This would involve reconsidering Parish Council boundaries, Number of Councillors etc. Consultation would take place later this year with any effects taking place from May 2029.

7 Accounts For Payment and other Finance Issues  
	Balance end of November 2025		£23,126.07
	Less 
	Cheques		Power
	2674	Mr P Bird Clerk (28 ¾ hrs, Ttd 212 ¾ hrs)	1	£458.40
	2675	Mrs J Down Litter Picking (12 hrs)	8	£146.52	
	2676	All Saints PCC (Saints Alive)	12	£200.00
	2677	St Mary’s Church	8	£500.00
	2678	HMRC	1/8	£31.55
	
	Direct Debits
	DD157	Yu Energy - Lighting	5	£461.66 	£1,798.13
				£21,327.94
Powers to make payments
1	S112 Local government Act 1972 - Power to employ a Clerk
2	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – Power to spend on benefits to general public
3	S9&10 Open Spaces Act 1906; S19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 - Power to provide, maintain recreation ground and open spaces
4	S101 Local Government Act 2000 – Power to provide insurance cover
5	S3 Parish Council Act 1957; Highways Act 1980 S301 - Power to provide public lighting
6	S15 open Spaces Act 1906 - Power to maintain a village green
7	S72 Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – power to maintain roadside verges
8 	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – power to provide service not permitted under other statutes
9 	S7 Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
10 	S274A Highways Act 1980 Power to contribute to the cost of / install traffic calming measures,
11	S234 Public Health Act 1936 – Power to provide public life saving equipment.
12	S142 Local Government Act 172 Power to provide / contribute to newsletters 

7.1. It was resolved that the above payments be authorised for payments
7.2. Agree Draft Budget. A draft budget had been prepared and circulated by the Clerk and after discussion and minor movement of sums between budget headings a budget of £24,000 was agreed for the forthcoming year.
7.3. Agree Precept for 2026/2027. In setting the aforementioned budget it was agreed that the precept would remain unchanged at £23,000.
8 Playing Field Representative Report
8.1. Mr Chapman had no further matters to add.

9 Report from Police Liaison Representative
9.1. Mr M Vaughan had nothing to add.

10 Allotment Management. 
10.1. Drayton Estate had sought the Council’s opinion regarding the future the Newtown Allotments at a future date. After due consideration the Clerk was asked to respond that the terms suggested were highly prescriptive and restrictive.

11 Any Other Business. Mrs Fothergill and Mrs Hathaway drew attention to the former nursery building on the Playing Fields and the fact it was insecure and contained maintenance equipment. Clerk to pass on observations to Sports Club.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:15pm.


Signed							Date
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