November 2025	48
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 18th November 2025 in the Schoolroom of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm
1 Attendance:
1.1. Councillors Present: Mr G Banham, Mrs S Bryant, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J Hathaway, Mrs S Hedley, Ms S Southcombe, Mr C Swiecicki, Mr S Tolhurst and Mr I Vaughan. 

1.2. Other Attendees: Cllr K Harrison, Cllr W Brackenbury (NNC), Mr P T Bird (Clerk) Approximately 30 members of the public. 
1.3. Apologies for absence:   Mrs C Hughes and Mr M Vaughan. Cllr J Garner and Cllr D Brackenbury.
1.4. Resignation. The Clerk advised the meeting that Mr M Hurst had resigned his position of Parish Councillor. The Clerk had advised Elections team which would provide the appropriate notices of the vacancy.

2 Minutes of October Parish Council Meeting:
2.1. The minutes of the October Parish Council Meeting were agreed as a true record by those present and duly signed by the chairman.

3 Public Participation:
3.1. Unitary Councillors. Cllr Brackenbury discussed recent planning applications for warehousing between Thrapston and Titchmarsh. Cllr Harrison reported on the recent NNC Executive Committee to investigate and potentially create Traveller Transit Site at General’s Corner, explaining the reasons behind the need, usage and management.
3.2. Electors. Many questions and comments were made by those present and explanations given by Cllr Harrison. The proposed site would be for short term stopovers, would give the authorities an opportuny to move illegal encampments fast than the present method through the courts or face being moved outside of the county. Ultimately the Councillor advised that if other sites were brought forward then they would be considered, additionally any site chosen would be subject to full public consultation followed by the normal planning process.
3.3. Police Comments. The Police were not in attendance.

4 Matters arising from the minutes:
4.1. Speed sign. The electronic speed sign appeared to be having an effect with the 85th percentile now being down to 33mph from the previously recorded 38mph. Full report circulated to councillors would also be published on website. The manufacturers were intending to “dial in” to the faulty sign and if it could not be resolved would request it’s return
4.2. Electronic Banking update. Clerk hoped to use new payment system from January 2026. 
4.3. Road markings for Vehicular Access. NNC were taking steps to remove lines erroneously marked in the High Street however had encountered difficulties. The line remained, however will not be renewed and is not legally binding / enforceable.
4.4. Children’s Playground. Mr Chapman advised the rocking horse aluminium had been obtained.
4.5. A14 Diversion Routes. No further information had been received regarding the closure or follow up “online meetings”.
4.6. Playing Field adjacent to 78 Highfield. The Clerk had visited the site and spoken to the resident. Resident had agreed with ‘Club’ to use a small part of the field to construct extension to his house, which will then be returned to grass after construction is completed. He would also be removing the concrete ‘pad’ adjacent to West Street property boundary.
4.7. Flags around the green. Most flags around the village green had been removed in time for Remembrance Service.
4.8. Defibrillator Pads. The defibrillator pads had been updated with replacements and the spare pads had been passed on to the Community First Responders.
5 Planning Matters:
5.1. Planning Decisions:
5.1.1. None

5.2. New Planning Application(s):
5.2.1. 50 Mill Road Creation of dropped kerb 25/00996/FUL. No Objection
5.2.2. Land adjacent to Water Tower – Change of use to accommodate one static and one touring caravan with hard standing and day room 25/01225/FUL. Objection on grounds of development in open countryside, unsuitable access track, entrance is through a commercial farmyard, lack of services (water / gas / electricity etc.) at the site.
5.3. Other Planning Matters:
5.3.1. 27 Rose Terrace. The Clerk had been advised the resident had been requested to submit full plans for retrospective planning permission for the new warehouse by early December. 
5.3.2. 32 Thrapston Road. The owners of vehicle workshop had been advised they would need to submit a planning application for change of use.
5.3.3. Wall at Five Spires Church Green – Cllr Brackenbury was awaiting a response from the Enforcement team.

6 New Correspondence / Clerk’s announcements:
6.1. Update re Transit Traveller Site at General’s Corner. Item covered under 3.2/3.3
6.2. Concern re potential Bonfire and Firework display 2026 – Motocross Site. A resident had written expressing concern for such an event with a number of reasons why it should not go ahead. Councillors agreed in the absence of a firm proposal for such an event the comments would be noted and revisited should an event be planned
6.3. To agree whether to maintain village verges under licence in 2026. Councillors agreed to continue to maintain the village verges within the 30mph zone during 2026. The council would be reimbursed the sum of £978.98.
6.4. Parking Restrictions Club Lane / Church Street. A request for the double yellow lines in Club Lane to be extended into Church Street was discussed. Agreed that parking is prohibited on the corner whether double yellow line is in place or not and that main problem is the high kerb opposite the junction. Clerk to refer to Highways.
6.5. Addington Road. Request the received asking the Council to support a request to have 40mph limit placed on the road between Woodford and Great Addington. Two accidents had occurred on the stretch of road in recent weeks. Clerk to refer to NNC Highways.
6.6. Precept 2026-2027. Notification received that this would need to be submitted before January meeting. To be included on December agenda.
6.7. Local Area Partnership. Mrs Hathaway mentioned the LAP now appeared to have “direction” and schemes were evolving, albeit in urban rather than rural areas.

7 Accounts For Payment and other Finance Issues  
	Balance end of November 2025 October 2025		£25,300.84
		Less 
	Cheques		Power
	2668	Mr P Bird Clerk (33hrs, Ttd 184hrs)	1	£458.60
	2669	Mrs J Down Litter Picking (12 hrs)	8	£146.52	
	2670	R&G (verges)	7	£528.40
	2671	P J Brett (Village greens)	6	£228.00
	2672	E.on Street ¼ maintenance	5	£245.40
	2673	Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal	8	£100.00
	Direct Debits
	DD149	Yu Energy - Lighting	5	£468.25 	£2,174.77
				£23,126.07
Powers to make payments
1	S112 Local government Act 1972 - Power to employ a Clerk
2	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – Power to spend on benefits to general public
3	S9&10 Open Spaces Act 1906; S19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 - Power to provide, maintain recreation ground and open spaces
4	S101 Local Government Act 2000 – Power to provide insurance cover
5	S3 Parish Council Act 1957; Highways Act 1980 S301 - Power to provide public lighting
6	S15 open Spaces Act 1906 - Power to maintain a village green
7	S72 Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – power to maintain roadside verges
8 	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – power to provide service not permitted under other statutes
9 	S7 Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
10 	S274A Highways Act 1980 Power to contribute to the cost of / install traffic calming measures,
11	S234 Public Health Act 1936 – Power to provide public life saving equipment.

7.1. It was resolved that the above payments be authorised for payments

8 Playing Field Representative Report
8.1. Mr Chapman had no further matters to add.

9 Report from Police Liaison Representative
9.1. Mr M Vaughan was not present.

10 To consider streetlamp mounted Christmas lighting near the green. 
10.1. Mr Tolhurst asked that this matter be considered for the future. Clerk to investigate and report to future meeting.

11 Confidential Item. 
11.1. Due to time constraints this matter was deferred

12 Any Other Business. None.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10:15pm.


Signed							Date

	Woodford Parish Council	
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