October 2025	48
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 21st October 2025 in the Schoolroom of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm
1 Attendance:
1.1. Councillors Present: Mr G Banham, Mrs S Bryant, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J Hathaway, Mrs S Hedley, Mrs C Hughes, Mr S Tolhurst and Mr I Vaughan. 

1.2. Other Attendees: Mr P T Bird (Clerk). 
1.3. Apologies for absence:   Mr M Hurst, Ms S Southcombe, Mr C Swiecicki and Mr M Vaughan. Cllr J Garner and Cllrs D & W Brackenbury

The chairman opened the meeting reminding those present to courteous and address all statement, comments or questions to himself.

2 Minutes of September Parish Council Meeting:
2.1. The minutes of the September Parish Council Meeting were agreed as a true record by those present and duly signed by the chairman.

3 Public Participation:
3.1. Electors. None. 
3.2. Unitary Councillors. Not in attendance
3.3. Police Comments. The Police were not in attendance.

4 Matters arising from the minutes:
4.1. Speed sign. The alternative speed-sign had been installed in Mill Road and appeared to be working well with an exceptional range. Data had not yet been downloaded. Clerk consulting with manufacturers with regard to the other equipment.
4.2. Electronic Banking update. Card and password now received. Clerk to investigate process.
4.3. LAP Funding. The scouts were known to have made an initial application. Mrs Hathway advised an additional fund was being set up from 1 November for grants of up to £5,000. 
4.4. Road markings for Vehicular Access. It was understood NNC were taking steps to remove lines erroneously marked in the High Street.
4.5. Children’s Playground. Mr Chapman advised the aluminium had been ordered
4.6. A14 Diversion Routes. No further information had been received regarding the closure or follow up “online meetings”.
4.7. Defibrillator. First Responders had confirmed that any pads the council held could be lodged with them, and they would be used in date order across the area. Once the number of pads provided by the Parish Council had been used then the Council would be advised and further pads purchased. This ensured the Council’s pads were used rather than going out of date in storage
4.8. Community Speedwatch. The Police co-ordinator in responding to the Clerk advised that a number of emails had been sent to the Council’s co-ordinator but a response not received. Consequently, it was assumed the council did not wish to participate. The scheme for 2025 had now finished and the clerk was asked to register the Council’s interest again for 2026.
5 Planning Matters:
5.1. Planning Decisions:
5.1.1. 99B High Street. Demolition of garage / construction of new annex NE/25/00531/FUL – Permitted 

5.2. New Planning Application(s):
5.2.1. None.


5.3. Other Planning Matters:
5.3.1. 27 Rose Terrace. The Clerk had been alerted to the demolition of small workshops to the rear of this address, and in recent days the construction of a much larger building with larger footprint and higher roofline. NNC Planning enforcement had been consulted regarding the legality of such a transformation, but a response was still awaited. 
5.3.2. 32 Thrapston Road. The vehicle workshop had been reported as the current use infringed planning conditions but no reply had been received.
5.3.3. Five Spires Church Green – Cllr Brackenbury had advised (email) he had been following this matter through with Enforcement but there was nothing further to report.
5.3.4. Playing Field adjacent to 78 Highfield – Concern had been raised regarding building work at 78 Highfield which appeared to be extending onto the Playing Field. Parish Councillors who had viewed the site previously were not convinced whether the building works were encroaching on to the Playing Field or not. The Clerk was asked to investigate either by meeting owner or invite him to the next meeting.

6 New Correspondence / Clerk’s announcements:
6.1. Verbal Complaint re flags on Street Lamps around Green. The Clerk said he had received two complaints regarding the flags around the green. Other councillors had also received similar comments. Clerk asked to address the matter through social media requesting flags are removed by Remembrance Sunday.
6.2. Remembrance Service Details. The Clerk had been advised a Remembrance Service would be held at the Baptist Chapel at 10.15am followed by an Act of Homage and Wreath Laying at the War Memorial on the village green from 10.45am

7 Accounts For Payment and other Finance Issues  
	Balance end of October 2025		£27,395.29
	
	Less 
	Cheques		Power
	2661	Mr P Bird Clerk (28.5hrs, Ttd 151hrs)	1	£458.40
	2662	Mrs J Down Litter Picking (16 hrs)	8	£187.76	
	2663	R&G (verges)	7	£578.40
	2664	P J Brett (Village greens)	6	£228.00
	2665	E.on Street lamp repairs	5	£36.00
	2666	Defibrillator Supplies
		Reimburse P T Bird (paid electronically)	11	£134.40
	2667	Wickes 
		Reimburse  Mrs S Hedley (paid electronically)	7	£90.00
	Direct Debits
	DD149	Yu Energy - Lighting	5	£381.49 	£2,094.45
				£25,300.84
Powers to make payments
1	S112 Local government Act 1972 - Power to employ a Clerk
2	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – Power to spend on benefits to general public
3	S9&10 Open Spaces Act 1906; S19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 - Power to provide, maintain recreation ground and open spaces
4	S101 Local Government Act 2000 – Power to provide insurance cover
5	S3 Parish Council Act 1957; Highways Act 1980 S301 - Power to provide public lighting
6	S15 open Spaces Act 1906 - Power to maintain a village green
7	S72 Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – power to maintain roadside verges
8 	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – power to provide service not permitted under other statutes
9 	S7 Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
10 	S274A Highways Act 1980 Power to contribute to the cost of / install traffic calming measures,
11	S234 Public Health Act 1936 – Power to provide public life saving equipment.

7.1. It was resolved that the above payments be authorised for payments
7.2. Donation to Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. It was resolved that a donation of £100 be made this year.

8 Playing Field Representative Report
8.1. Mr Chapman had no further matters to add.

9 Report from Police Liaison Representative
9.1. Mr M Vaughan was not present.

10 Any Other Business


There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:00pm.


Signed							Date

	Woodford Parish Council	
