September 2025	48
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 16th September 2025 in the Schoolroom of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm
1 Attendance:
1.1. Councillors Present: Mr G Banham, Mrs S Bryant, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J Hathaway, Mrs S Hedley, Mrs C Hughes, Ms S Southcombe, Mr S Tolhurst, Mr C Swiecicki and Mr M Vaughan
1.2. Other Attendees: Mr P T Bird (Clerk). Cllr D Brackenbury (NNC).
1.3. Apologies for absence:   Mr M Hurst and Mr I Vaughan. Cllr J Garner and Cllrs D & W Brackenbury
1.4. The chairman welcomed Mrs Hedley to her first meeting. Mrs Hedley signed her “Declaration of Office”.

2 Minutes of August Parish Council Meeting:
2.1. The minutes of the August Parish Council Meeting were agreed as a true record and duly signed by the chairman.

3 Public Participation:
3.1. Electors. None. 
3.2. Unitary Councillors. Not in attendance
3.3. Police Comments. The Police were not in attendance.

4 Matters arising from the minutes:
4.1. Speed sign. One of the speed signs had been erected in Mill Road, although at present it was not functioning properly.
4.2. Electronic Banking update. This had now been instigated. Clerk needs to find out how electronic banking payments / transfers will work, and how the councillors will authorise the payments
4.3. LAP Funding. The scouts were known to be interested in this funding intended to follow up. 
4.4. Road markings for Vehicular Access. Rulings were unchanged and a dropped kerb was required for a white line to be installed. Errors appeared to have been made in the granting of some licences; these would be retracted and refunds applied.
4.5. Green Shed / Plumbers store in Thrapston Road. Clerk had referred this matter to the Planning Enforcement team and also Highways. A response from Highways had been received advising that occupiers of the site had been told to clear the highway, no further information had been received regarding the planning issues although a new enforcement officer was now in post. Cllr W Brackenbury had been provided details following her attendance at the July meeting.
4.6. Children’s Playground. Mr Chapman advised repairs were in hand. The clerk confirmed the seat near the entrance had now been refurbished
4.7. A14 Diversion Routes. No further information had been received regarding the closure or follow up “online meetings”.
4.8. Defibrillator. Mrs Bryant had drawn to the Clerk’s attention that First Responders monitor the state of Defibrillators and replace pads as necessary. This brought in to question what to do with the grant previously given to the council for replacement pads. Clerk to investigate and report back to next meeting.
4.9. Community Speedwatch. Mr Vaughan advised he had been unsuccessful in contacting the Police organiser – Mr Mumford, Clerk offered to assist.
4.10. Sunken drain top of Pound Lane – This had now been repaired.



5 Planning Matters:
5.1. Planning Decisions:
5.1.1. Twywell Station extension NE/25/00685/FUL – Permitted 
5.1.2. 84 High Street NE/25/00653/LBC – re roofing rear of property - Permitted 
5.2. New Planning Application(s):
5.2.1. None.
5.3. Other Planning Matters:
5.3.1. Five Spires – Church Green. Concern was raised over the height and material of the new front wall at five spires in Church Green. Clerk had already lodged a query with planning, but had received no answer and would now seek support of one of our councillors.

6 New Correspondence / Clerk’s announcements:
6.1. Letter of congratulations. A resident wished the council to congratulate the new litter picker on their work.
6.2. Highfield Traffic Issues. Mr Chapman raised the issue of Highfield Road surfaces and parking at the entrance. The Clerk confirmed the potholes had been reported some weeks earlier and at the last council meeting it was agreed that Highways be asked to review their former lack of support for the introduction of parking restrictions near the entrance to the estate.
6.3. To consider offer of a flagpole for village green. Whilst there was some support for a flagpole on the Village Green for use on special occasions the majority were against the idea.
6.4. Correspondence regarding music volume from Dukes Arms. A letter from a Club Lane resident bemoaning the volume of music from the Dukes Arms was read out and noted. It was apparent the resident was aware of the formal complaint process as advised by NNC.
6.5. Correspondence regarding parking on Village Green. Correspondence from a High Street village green resident suggested that if the village green was to be used for parking, then the “organiser” should be required to provide a “parking attendant” to ensure orderly parking and efficient use of the space. 
NB the latter two items were discussed in a most heated manner. The chairman in bringing the meeting to order reminded all present that whilst all opinions are welcome, and all are of equal value, they must be expressed in a civil manner in line with the adopted Code of Conduct. 
6.6. Renewal of Electricity contract for street lamps. A broker acting on behalf of Northamptonshire Councils had identified a suitable contract for the Council’s ongoing supply from the end of November. The supplier would be …. And electricity would be supplied at £0.375 per kwh (annual cost of £3654.50 a reduction of about £500) for a period of two years. Resolved that this be accepted.
6.7. Report from recent LAP meeting. Mrs Hathaway reported that at the latest LAP meeting, at last there appeared to be a sense of direction emerging. Whilst acknowledging certain urban areas had problems which needed addressing, it was acknowledged that rural areas had their own issues. A new website providing details of the Local Area Partnership would be launched in early 2026.
6.8. Playing Field Encroachment. It was noted that building works at 78 Highfield appeared to be encroaching onto the Playing Field. Mr Chapman would investigate. 
6.9. Potential new traveller site. It was understood that a caravan for permanent residency had been installed on a plot of land adjacent to the water tower. To be monitored and referred to NNC planning as appropriate.



7 Accounts For Payment and other Finance Issues  
	Balance end of August 2025		£29,122.86
	
	Less 
	Cheques		Power
	2649	Mr P Bird Clerk (34hrs, Ttd 122.5 hrs)	1	£451.00
	2650	Mrs J Down Litter Picking (11.5 hrs)	8	£133.82	
	2651	R&G (verges)	7	£403.20
	2652	P J Brett (Village greens)	6	£228.00
	2653	Plastic wood for playground seat (Filcris)
		Reimburse P T Bird (clerk)	3	£115.49
	2654	HMRC Income Tax / NI	1&8	£54.30
	Direct Debits
	DD147	Yu Energy - Lighting	5	£125.86
	DD148	Yu Energy – Lighting	5	£215.90	£1,727.57
				£27,395.29	Powers to make payments
1	S112 Local government Act 1972 - Power to employ a Clerk
2	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – Power to spend on benefits to general public
3	S9&10 Open Spaces Act 1906; S19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 - Power to provide, maintain recreation ground and open spaces
4	S101 Local Government Act 2000 – Power to provide insurance cover
5	S3 Parish Council Act 1957; Highways Act 1980 S301 - Power to provide public lighting
6	S15 open Spaces Act 1906 - Power to maintain a village green
7	S72 Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – power to maintain roadside verges
8 	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – power to provide service not permitted under other statutes
9 	S7 Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
10 	S274A Highways Act 1980 Power to contribute to the cost of / install traffic calming measures, 

7.1. It was resolved that the above payments be authorised for payments

8 Playing Field Representative Report
8.1. Mr Chapman had no further matters to add.

9 Report from Police Liaison Representative
9.1. Mr Vaughan reported on recent local crimes.

10 Any Other Business
10.1. The Clerk reported Mrs Hedley had offered to and subsequently painted the village gateway in Addington Road. Councillors offered their thanks and agreed to reimburse cost of the white woodstain.
10.2. 30mph logo on road surface in Addington Road had worn – Report to Highways.
10.3. The Chairman again reminded the meeting that all opinions at a council meeting were equally valid, however, some decisions would not be unanimous consequently the collective opinion of the council would always be decided by a majority.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:00pm.


Signed							Date

	Woodford Parish Council	
