August 2025	48
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 19th August 2025 in the Schoolroom of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm
1 Attendance:
1.1. Councillors Present: Mr G Banham, Mrs S Bryant, Mr N Chapman, Mrs J Hathaway, Mrs S Hughes, Mr S Tolhurst, Mr C Swiecicki and Mr M Vaughan
1.2. Other Attendees: Mr P T Bird (Clerk). Cllr D Brackenbury (NNC).
1.3. Apologies for absence: Mrs A Fothergill, Mr M Hurst, Ms S Southcombe and Mr I Vaughan

2 Minutes of July Parish Council Meeting:
2.1. The minutes of the July Parish Council Meeting were agreed as a true record and duly signed by the chairman.

3 Public Participation:
3.1. Electors. None. 
3.2. Unitary Councillor. Cllr Brackenbury was welcomed to the meeting, and he spoke about the recent planning decisions concerning warehouse developments at Thrapston. The Kettering Energy Park was discussed and the fact that the local plan permitted such a development, yet the Thrapston developments formed no part of the current district plan / strategy. Mr Chapman voiced concerns regarding the loss of wildlife habitat. Lastly the next North Northants Development Plan was now being compiled, and councils would be consulted soon regarding the contents.
Various issues between NNC and the parish council were raised, and the clerk was asked to summarise in writing 
3.3. Police Comments. The Police were not in attendance.

4 Matters arising from the minutes:
4.1. Speed sign grant application. The speed signs had been delivered and would be erected as soon as possible.
4.2. Kettering Energy Park. No further information regarding this application was to hand.
4.3. Children’s Playground. Mr Chapman advised this matter was in hand
4.4. A14 Diversion Routes. No further information had been received regarding the closure or follow up “online meetings”.
4.5. Electronic Banking update. Request had been submitted to the bank, and a response was awaited.
4.6. LAP Funding. Clerk had written to the scouts with information concerning funding, Acknowledged. 
4.7. Tree Planting request in Highfield. Enquiries of Highways revealed that current guidelines required a tree to be a minimum 2m from the road and 3m from the property boundary, so there was insufficient space for a tree. Furthermore, licences for tree planting on highways land would not be granted to householders. 
4.8. Community Speedwatch. Mr Vaughan advised that the campaign would take place in September ( para 7.2 of the April minutes). Mr Vaughan was asked to contact participants to ascertain whether they were still interested in participating and advise of the imminent timescale.
4.9. Postal Service.  A conclusive response had not been received. There are reports that there is a national programme to change delivery dates to alternate days for second class mail, also confirmed by the local sorting office, but the official “complaints department” had responded that post would continue to be delivered six days per week.
4.10. Woodfordstock. The Clerk had written to the organisers permitting use of the two greens nearest the Dukes Arms.

5 Planning Matters:
5.1. Planning Decisions:
5.1.1. 1 Addington Road. NE/25/00452/FUL Installation of new windows. Permitted.
5.1.2. 28 High Street. NE/25/00600/FUL Rear extension. Permitted.
5.2. New Planning Application(s):
5.2.1. None.
5.3. Other Planning Matters:
5.3.1. None

6 New Correspondence / Clerk’s announcements:
6.1. Complaint re fencing on the allotments. Councillors agreed that this was a domestic issue between the allotment holder and the allotment owner.
6.2. Road markings for Vehicular Access. A white line marking “off road access” had recently been installed to property in High Street. Councillors understood that this accompanied a dropped kerb however no such kerb was in situ. Clerk requested to enquire whether rules had changed.
6.3. Green Shed / Plumbers store in Thrapston Road. Clerk requested to contact the planning authority and highways advising of internal structural works resulting in debris being deposited on verge adjacent to property. The spoil was unlit at night and constituted a traffic hazard.
6.4. Dog Fouling. Ms Southcombe had expressed to the clerk that there was increased dog fouling around Woodford. Councillors agreed the clerk include a plea to clean up to dog owners in the next Saints Alive.
6.5. Complaint re late night farming. A complaint re late night farming activities in Thrapston Road had been received. Council has no record of tenant or contractor, and this was not considered to be a council issue. Clerk to respond to complainant.
6.6. Extension to parking restriction Mill Road / High Street junction. The council was requested to support the extension of the double yellow line on the north side of Mill Road, extending it up to the first driveway. At present this is a single parking spot which not only obscures vision for vehicles leaving the property, it also has the effect of forcing eastbound Mill Road traffic onto the wrong side of the road almost to the junction. NB Request had previously been made but discounted by Highways on wider consultation. Agreed that the matter be given Council’s support and Clerk was asked to take up with Highways

7 Accounts For Payment and other Finance Issues  

	Balance end of July 2025		£32,024.30
	Plus			
	Police and Crime Commissioner		£4,600.00
	National Grid Wayleave		£22.89
				£36,647.19
	Less 
	Cheques		Power
	2649	Mr P Bird Clerk (23 ½ hrs, Ttd 88 ½ hrs)	1	£460.00
	2650	Mrs J Down Litter Picking (10.5 hrs)	8	£189.26	
	2651	R&G (verges)	7	£528.00
	2652	P J Brett (Village Greens)	6	£228.00
	2653	E.on replumbing lamp in Rose Terrace pl52	5	£162.00
	2654	Elancity Ltd 2 speed signs	10	£5,614.78
	Direct Debits
	DD147	Yu Energy - Lighting	5	£46.61
	DD148	Yu Energy – Lighting	5	£295.68	£7,524.33
				£29,122.86
	Powers to make payments
1	S112 Local government Act 1972 - Power to employ a Clerk
2	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – Power to spend on benefits to general public
3	S9&10 Open Saces Act 1906; S19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 - Power to provide, maintain recreation ground and open spaces
4	S101 Local Government Act 2000 – Power to provide insurance cover
5	S3 Parish Council Act 1957; Highways Act 1980 S301 - Power to provide public lighting
6	S15 open Spaces Act 1906 - Power to maintain a village green
7	S72 Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – power to maintain roadside verges
8 	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – power to provide service not permitted under other statutes
9 	S7 Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
10 	S274A Highways Act 1980 Power to contribute to the cost of / install traffic calming measures, 

7.1. It was resolved that the above payments be authorised for payments

8 Co-option of Parish Councillor
8.1. Two persons: Mr A Barker and Mrs S Hedley were proposed for co-option and following perusal of personal statements a vote was held. Mrs Hedley secured more than 50% of the vote and was duly co-opted to the Council. Clerk to write appropriate missive to each candidate.

9 Playing Field Representative Report
9.1. Mr Chapman had no further matters to add.

10 Report from Police Liaison Representative
10.1. Mr Vaughan reported on recent local crimes.

11 Any Other Business
11.1. Clerk was asked to report sunken drain gully outside 6 The Green near top of Pound Lane.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:05pm.



Signed							Date

	Woodford Parish Council	
