July 2025	48
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 15th July 2025 in the Schoolroom of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm

1 Attendance:
1.1. Councillors Present: Mr G Banham, Mrs S Bryant, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J Hathaway, Mrs S Hughes, Mr S Tolhurst, Ms S Southcombe, Mr C Swiecicki, Mr I Vaughan and Mr M Vaughan
1.2. Other Attendees: Mr P T Bird (Clerk). Cllr W Brackenbury NNC.
1.3. Apologies for absence: Mr M Hurst, Ms S Southcombe

2 Minutes of June Parish Council Meeting:
2.1. The minutes of the June Parish Council Meeting were agreed as a true record and duly signed by the chairman.

3 Public Participation:
3.1. Electors. None. 
3.2. Unitary Councillor. Cllr Brackenbury was welcomed to the meeting and she spoke about the recent planning decisions regarding warehouse developments at Thrapston, and the lack of consistency in the decisions. Councillors discussed some of the issues facing Woodford Parish Council. Clerk to confirm in writing.
3.3. Police Comments. The Police were not in attendance.

4 Matters arising from the minutes:
4.1. Speed sign grant application. The grant application for £4,600 had been successful and the two speed signs had been ordered.
4.2. Kettering Energy Park. No further information regarding this application was to hand. A large number of objections had apparently not been uploaded to the NNC portal.	
4.3. Children’s Playground. Mr Chapman asked for permission to order the steel for the repairs to the Rocking Horse. This was agreed.
4.4. A14 Diversion Routes. Mrs Bryant and Mrs Hughes had attended a meeting with various authorities at short notice. They had stated the council’s position that official diversions must be in place when the A14 is closed and signage must be in place to keep traffic on “A” roads and off village roads.
4.5. Electronic Banking update. To follow.
4.6. LAP Funding. Agreed that to benefit children it was essential that grant applications should be made by groups which already had safeguarding policies in place. Clerk asked to write to Scouts advising them of the availability. 
4.7. Fibre connection City Fibre installation on village green. A response that the cabinet had been installed in agreement with the Highways Authority.
4.8. Fair Visit. The Fair had been on the green as expected. The clerk had re-bagged the waste into prepaid bags purchased by the council (last year) and had arranged disposal. One complaint had been received from a resident regarding the size of the fair and the proximity to the entrance to Daventry Close. Clerk to thank resident for comments and advise that their views would be considered when discussing potential future visits. 
4.9. Postal Service.  A complaint regarding the delivery of post throughout the village was now occurring only once every two days. Clerk to find out details of current delivery protocol.

5 Planning Matters:
5.1. Planning Decisions:
5.1.1. 2 Alledge Drive. Revised parking arrangements to front of property NE/25/00402/FUL. Permitted. Electric pole to be moved at expense of resident, Dropped kerb to be installed by approved contractor and old vehicular access to be closed off.
5.2. New Planning Application(s):
5.2.1. 84 High Street Re-roof part of dwelling roof over arch and also flat roof to the rear. NE/25/00653/LBC. No Objection.
5.2.2. Twywell Station Single storey extension NE/25/00685/FUL No Objection.
5.2.3. 1A Club Lane Remove lower branches of tree on boundary with Bakers Lane. NE/25/00666/TCA. No Objection.

5.3. Other Planning Matters:
5.3.1. None

6 New Correspondence / Clerk’s announcements:
6.1. Tree Planting Request. A resident had asked permission to plant a tree on a verge outside their house at 41 Highfield. Councillors had no objection, and Clerk to follow up with Highways and respond accordingly to resident. 
6.2. Woodfordstock. A request to park on the two main greens was discussed and agreed. Clerk to respond to organisers.
6.3. Recruitment of Councillors to Standards Committee. Councillors were invited to be nominated for potential recruitment to the NNC Standards Committee. No Nominations.
6.4. Complaint re Motocross. A resident had written complaining about the unannounced Motocross Events held in Thrapston Road. Clerk to request organisers advise the Council of the forthcoming events in order to assist with publicity. 

7 Accounts For Payment and other Finance Issues  

	Balance end of June 2025		£33,983.05

	Less 
	Cheques		Power
	2642	Mr P Bird Clerk (19hrs, Ttd 65hrs)	1	£460.00
	2643	Mrs J Down Litter Picking (10.5 hrs)	8	£189.26	
	2644	R&G (verges)	7	£453.60
	2645	Cancelled
	2646	P J Brett (Village Greens) 	6	£228.00
	2647	E.on ¼ Lighting maintenance	5	£245.40
	2648	Mr N J Searle Internal Audit	9	£50.00
	Direct Debits
	DD147	Yu Energy - Lighting	5	£44.84
	DD148	Yu Energy – Lighting	5	£287.65	£1,958.75					£32,024.30
	Powers to make payments
1	S112 Local government Act 1972 - Power to employ a Clerk
2	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – Power to spend on benefits to general public
3	S9&10 Open Saces Act 1906; S19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 - Power to provide, maintain recreation ground and open spaces
4	S101 Local Government Act 2000 – Power to provide insurance cover
5	S3 Parish Council Act 1957; Highways Act 1980 S301 - Power to provide public lighting
6	S15 open Spaces Act 1906 - Power to maintain a village green
7	S72 Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – power to maintain roadside verges
8 	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – power to provide service not permitted under other statutes
9 	S7 Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014


7.1. It was resolved that the above payments be authorised for payments
7.2. To note contents of Internal Audit Report. The internal audit report revealed an addition error of 24p in the Clerk’s expenses and a discrepancy in the donation to St Mary’s Church. Noted.

8 Playing Field Representative Report
8.1. Mr Chapman had no further matters to add.

9 Report from Police Liaison Representative
9.1. Mr Vaughan reported he had attended the Annual Virtual Police Liaison Representative Conference and would provide a report to the Clerk for circulation.

10 Any Other Business
10.1. None.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:05pm.



Signed							Date

	Woodford Parish Council	
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