June 2025	48
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 17th June 2025 in the Schoolroom of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm

1 Attendance:
1.1. Councillors Present: Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J Hathaway, Mr S Tolhurst, Ms S Southcombe, Mr C Swiecicki, Mr I Vaughan.
1.2. Other Attendees: Mr P T Bird (Clerk). Mrs K Sullivan NNC.
1.3. Apologies for absence: Mrs S Bryant, Mrs C Hughes, Mr M Hurst, Mr M Vaughan
 
2 Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting:
2.1. The draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting were agreed by those who had attended the meeting as a true record and duly signed by the chairman. To be ratified at the next Annual Parish Meeting.

3 Minutes of Annual Parish Council Meeting:
3.1. The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting were agreed as a true record and duly signed by the chairman.

4 Public Participation:
4.1. Electors. None. 
4.2. Unitary Councillor. The clerk advised he had written to all three councillors and forwarded agenda however, no response had been received.
4.3. NNC Local Area Partnership Representative. Kate Sullivan explained the Local Area Partnership, and the types of funding supporting local partnerships that might be available. (agenda item next meeting).
4.4. Police Comments. The Police were not in attendance.

5 Matters arising from the minutes:
5.1. Speed sign grant application. Due to the protracted submission of the application caused by the election some information was deemed to be out of date and updated information had been supplied by the Clerk. The Council agreed that if the application was successful then the order for two speed-signs should be made.
5.2. Kettering Energy Park. No further information regarding this application was to hand	
5.3. Church Fete. It had now been confirmed that no fete would be held this year. 
5.4. Children’s Playground. One of the seats had now been repaired. Materials for the second seat had been sourced. A solution to the Rocking Horse damage had been found
5.5. Kettering Mortuary. No response.
5.6. Motor Vehicle Business Thrapston Road. Reported to planning enforcement as does not comply with Planning permission granted.
5.7. A14 diversions. A letter had been sent to the MP who was to hold a meeting in Thrapston. Date and time would be advised.
5.8. Internet connection to village. Response from MP advising that internet connection was resolved as far as Openreach were concerned but any individual issues could be reported to Openreach CEO via the MP.
5.9. Fibre connection City Fibre installation on village green. No response.

6 Planning Matters:
6.1. Planning Decisions:
6.1.1. None
6.2. New Planning Application(s):
6.2.1. 28 High Street – replace conservatory with single storey extension to rear. NE/25/00600/FUL. No Objection.
6.2.2. 26 Church Street – Removal of trees in rear garden causing subsidence NE/25/574/TCA. No Objection.
6.2.3. 1 Addington Road – change wooden windows to uPVC, also changing colour from white to grey. NE/25/00452/FUL. No objection to change of material however discussion took place re impact of colour change. No Objection
6.3. Other Planning Matters:
6.3.1. None

7 New Correspondence / Clerk’s announcements:
7.1. Cars parked in High Street. A letter from a resident complaining that cars reported previously (a year ago were still in situ) Clerk to respond that the cars were parked on land designated as highway and recent checks showed the vehicles carried VED, MOT and insurance consequently whilst considered a nuisance were legally parked. 
7.2. Fibre connection City Fibre installation on village green. Recent expansion of fibre networks within the village had resulted in a communication cabinet being installed on the village green (and also one of the small greens in Church Green). Councillors requested clerk to complain that no advance notice or consultation had been carried out and the present location was very inappropriate and could curtail some uses of the green. A location towards one of the corners would have been much more appropriate.
7.3. A14 Overnight Closures. In order to replace joints on the A14 viaduct at Thrapston overnight closures would take place from 4 August until November.
7.4. Club Lane Road Closure. Anglian Water would close Club Lane from 13 – 15 August to carry out repairs.
7.5. Use of Village Green. Apology email received from St Mary’s Church for using village green for Open Gardens without permission and Church Green for parking at the same event. 

8 Accounts For Payment and other Finance Issues  

	Balance end of May 2025		£35,230.25
	Plus cancelled cheque 2635		£660.00
				37,010.25
	Less 
	Cheques		Power
	2637	Mr P Bird re Charrington Tree Services	6	£660.00
	2638	Mr P Bird Clerk (46 hrs)	1	£460.00
	2639	Mrs J Down Litter Picking (10.5 hrs)	8	£128.21	
	2640	P J Brett Village Greens) 	6	£228.00
	2641	R&G (Verges)	7	£806.40
	Direct Debits
	DD147	Yu Energy - Lighting	5	£45.38
	DD148	Yu Energy – Lighting	5	£315.21	£2,367.20					£34,643.05
	Powers to make payments
1	S112 Local government Act 1972 - Power to employ a Clerk
2	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – Power to spend on benefits to general public
3	S9&10 Open Saces Act 1906; S19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 - Power to provide, maintain recreation ground and open spaces
4	S101 Local Government Act 2000 – Power to provide insurance cover
5	S3 Parish Council Act 1957; Highways Act 1980 S301 - Power to provide public lighting
6	S15 open Spaces Act 1906 - Power to maintain a village green
7	S72 Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – power to maintain roadside verges
8 	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – power to provide service not permitted under other statutes

8.1. It was resolved that the above payments be authorised for payments
8.2. To approve Exemption statement from external audit (Turnover <£25,000). The statement was approved and signed by the Chairman. The Clerk advised he would submit on receipt of a satisfactory internal auditor statement
8.3. To approve Statement of Governance. The Statement of Governance was read, approved as appropriate and signed by the Chairman as a true statement.
8.4. To approve Income and Expenditure account. The Accounting Statement (still awaiting approval from internal auditor) was approved subject to this being received.

9 Discuss Electronic Banking. The Clerk had circulated a report advising of the benefits of moving from cheque payments to electronic payments following an issue with payment to a supplier (above). Mr Chapman voiced concern but it was resolved that the Clerk investigate the transition.

10 Playing Field Representative Report
10.1. Mr Chapman had no further matters to add.

11 Report from Police Lison Representative
11.1. Mr Vaughan was not present, as he was attending the Annual virtual Police Liaison Representative conference.

12 Any Other Business
12.1. None.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:20pm.



Signed							Date

	Woodford Parish Council	
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