May 2025	48
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 20th May 2025 in the Schoolroom of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm

1 Election of Chair:
1.1. Nominations were requested for position of Chairman. Mr G Banham was proposed by Mrs Hughes, seconded by Mr I Vaughan and there being no other nominations and Mr Banham being willing to accept the nomination took the chair.

2 Election of Vice Chair
2.1. Nominations were requested for the position of Vice Chairman. Mr I Vaughan was proposed by Mrs Fothergill, and seconded by Mr Chapman, and there being no other nominations and Mr Vaughan being willing, he accepted the position.

3 Attendance
3.1. Councillors Present: Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J Hathaway, Mrs S Hughes, Mr C Swiecicki, Mr I Vaughan and Mr M Vaughan.
3.2. Other Attendees: Mr P T Bird (Clerk).
3.3. Apologies for absence: Mrs S Bryant, Mr M Hurst, Mr S Tolhurst, Ms S Southcombe.

4 Minutes of last Meeting:
4.1. The minutes of the April Parish Council Meeting were approved and duly signed by the chairman.

5 Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting
5.1. The minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 29th April were approved and duly signed by the chairman

6 Public Participation:
6.1. Electors. None. Comment was made regarding parking at a recent Motocross Event eventually resolved by Police. Clerk to advise Police in advance if he becomes aware of future events.
6.2. Police Comments. The Police were not in attendance.

7 Matters arising from the minutes:
7.1. Appointment of Litter Picker. The Chairman advised the meeting that the sub-committee formed to appoint a new Litter Picker, had after meeting all three candidates and holding brief interviews, had selected Mrs Janet Down of High Street. Appointment approved.
7.2. Speed Awareness. Mr M Vaughan reported that this had now been deferred until August. All participants involved had been informed
7.3. Speed sign grant application. Clerk informed that this had now been completed and submitted to the PFCC.
7.4. Kettering Energy Park. The council’s response had been submitted to NNC objecting to the proposal.
7.5. Tree works on Church Green. Dead wood had been removed from trees on Church Green, and an invoice for the work was to hand.
7.6. Church Fete. The clerk had been advised that whilst the Church Flowers Festival was to be held on July, the fete would not now go ahead. Mrs Fothergill begged to differ on the understanding that a new organiser had been found. 
7.7. Children’s Playground. Damage had occurred to the rocking horse. Mr Chapman having inspected with the clerk advised he could effect repairs at a reasonable cost.
The clerk had obtained replacement straps for the baby swing and had carried out the repair.
7.8. Motorcross. The Clerk advised he had informed the Police in advance of the latest motocross event.
7.9. Kettering Mortuary. The clerk had written to the NHS Trust expressing concerns not only of the move of the service to Northampton, but also the lack of consultation. An acknowledgement had been received, but no response.

8 Planning Matters:
8.1. Planning Decisions:
8.1.1. None
8.2. New Planning Application(s):
8.2.1. 9 Mill Road. Creation of driveway and off-road parking NE/25/00290/FUL. No Objection.
8.2.2. 2 Alledge Drive. Creation of driveway an off-road parking from Thrapston Road NE/25/00402/FUL. Objection. This revised application whilst resolving the electricity pole issue did not appear to resolve the car parking issue identified in the planning statement. Additionally, concern was expressed regarding the proximity to Alledge Drive junction.
Declaration of interest 
*** Mr I Vaughan declared an interest and took no part in the decision making ***
8.2.3. 99B High Street. (Rose Terrace entrance) Demolition of garage and construction of annex NE/25/531/FUL. Alterations involved reconstruction on same building footprint and no change to parking arrangement. No Objection.
Declaration of interest 
*** Mr Banham declared an interest and took no part in the decision making ***
8.3. Other Planning Matters:
8.3.1. “Green Shed” Thrapston Road. It was understood that vehicle repairs and MOT inspections were now being carried out at the site in Thrapston Road. This was a significant deviation from the conditions permitted within the planning permission. Clerk to refer to Enforcement team.
8.3.2. Appeals Process. NNC website advised that in the event of appeals regarding domestic premises, there would no longer be a second opportunity for Parish Councils (or others) to express additional concerns.

9 New Correspondence / Clerk’s announcements:
9.1. Damage to internet service to Woodford (April 2025). Damage to the village internet service occurred in Thrapston Road on the Thursday prior to Easter.  Reconnection by a temporary repair occurred for most six days later. The clerk had written to the MP requesting he take up the matter at the highest level, and he had responded with a copy letter sent to Openreach Chief Executive. The Clerk had subsequently followed this up requesting details when there was likely to be a permanent resolution (this was the third loss of service) in three years, but a response had not been received. 
9.2. Fibre connection City Fibre installation on village green. Recent expansion of fibre networks within the village had resulted in a communication cabinet being installed on the village green (and also one of the small greens in Church Green). Councillors requested clerk to complain that no advance notice or consultation had been carried out and the present location was very inappropriate and could curtail some uses of the green. A location towards one of the corners would have been much more appropriate.
9.3. A14 diversion routes. A press report advised that the MP was working on behalf of Thrapston Town Council to find a way of keeping HGVs out of Thrapston when A14 closures were in effect. The clerk was asked to write to the MP requesting he include routes through Woodford in the discussions as Woodford also frequently suffered with far less suitable roads through the village than through the centre of Thrapston.
9.4. Visit from / Meeting with Local Area Partnership Representative. Mrs Hathaway advised that one of the representatives of the LAP was now offering to visit local Parish Councils to discuss the function of the LAP. Councillors asked that a visit be set up.
9.5. Consider joining Northants Association of Local Councils. Membership details had been circulated regarding rejoining NCalc. Being a low taxing but highly populated parish, councillors were of the opinion that the membership fee (based on population) was high, and as according resolved not to join.
9.6. Cars parking on the village green. A complaint re weekend car parking on the village greens was read out offering many suggestions, all of which had been previously carried out or discounted. Clerk to respond accordingly with thanks.

10 Accounts For Payment:  
	Balance end of April 2025		£13,774.94
	Plus 
	Precept			£23,000.00
	VAT refund			£1,548.58
				£38,323.52
	Less 
	Cheques		Power
	2631	Mr P Bird – Clerk (51 ½ hours)	1	£460.00
	2632	P J Brett Village Greens) 	6	£228.00
	2633	R&G (Verges)	7	£806.40
	2634	cancelled
	2635	Charrington Tree Services (trees Church Green)	6	£660.00
	2636	Wicksteed Leisure (repairs to swing cradle)	3	£108.34
	Direct Debits
	DD145	Yu Energy - Lighting	5	£45.44
	DD146	Yu Energy – Lighting	5	£325.09	£3,093.27					£35,230.25
	Powers to make payments
1	S112 Local government Act 1972 - Power to employ a Clerk
2	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – Power to spend on benefits to general public
3	S9&10 Open Saces Act 1906; S19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 - Power to provide, maintain recreation ground and open spaces
4	S101 Local Government Act 2000 – Power to provide insurance cover
5	S3 Parish Council Act 1957; Highways Act 1980 S301 - Power to provide public lighting
6	S15 open Spaces Act 1906 - Power to maintain a village green
7	S72 Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – power to maintain roadside verges

11 Review Standing Orders
11.1. Standing Orders having been circulated had been revised to reflect single tier unitary authority. Resolved that the Standing Orders be adopted.

12 Adoption of Co-option Policy
12.1. The clerk had provided a Co-option policy based upon legal requirements and good practice. It was resolved to adopt the draft policy unaltered. 
 
13 To make / ratify the following appointments
13.1. Temperance Hall Charity – This appointment is made by the Parish Council but is not required to be filled by a councillor. Current nominated person is Mr D Sharples who is willing to stand again. Unanimously agreed that he continue.
13.2. General Charity - This appointment is made by the Parish Council but is not required to be filled by a councillor. Current nominated person is Mr M Hackney who is willing to stand again. Unanimously agreed that he continue.
13.3. Police Liaison Representative - This appointment is made by the Parish Council but is not required to be filled by a councillor. Current nominated person is Mr M Vaughan who is willing to stand again. Unanimously agreed that he continue.
13.4. Playing Field Representative - Parish Councillor Neil Chapman currently holds the role and is willing to continue, unanimously agreed.

14 To discuss Pay Reviews: -
14.1. Litter Picker – Agreed to leave pay at National Minimum Wage
14.2. Clerk – Clerk advised that there had been a reduction in hours over the past year effectively creating a pay rise and that an increase in payment by the council would be inappropriate. He did request however, that the council fix the number of hours worked per month / year, and after some discussion it was agreed that the hours be 26 per month or 312 per year. This would then form the basis of future pay value.

15 To co-opt a new Parish Councillor	
15.1. One candidate had come forward and details of why they wished to be a councillor were circulated. A vote to co-opt the candidate did not produce an absolute majority. Clerk to advise candidate and readvertise position.

16 Discuss any actions from Annual Parish Meeting
16.1. No matters raised from meeting for immediate or future discussion

17 Playing Field Representative Report
17.1. Mr Chapman had no further matters to add.

18 Report from Police Lison Representative
18.1. Mr Vaughan had no further issues to add

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:35pm.



Signed							Date
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