April 2025	48
Minutes of a Meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 15th April 2025 in the Schoolroom of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm
Prior to the commencement of the formal meeting the vice chairman made a presentation and offered the council’s thanks and good wishes to Mrs Deborah Bosworth, retiring village litter picker for almost twenty years

1 Attendance:
1.1. Councillors Present: Mr I Vaughan (chair), Mrs S Bryant, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J Hathaway, Mrs S O’Donnell, Mr D Sharples, Ms S Southcombe Mr C Swiecicki and Mr M Vaughan.
1.2. Other Attendees: Three members of public, Cllr D Maxwell (NNC), Mr P T Bird (Clerk).
1.3. Apologies for absence: Mr G Banham, Mrs C Hughes, Mr M Hurst.

2 Minutes of last Meeting:
2.1. The minutes of the March Parish Council Meeting were approved and duly signed by the chairman.

3 Public Participation:
3.1. Electors. Comment was made regarding parking at a recent Motocross Event eventually resolved by Police. Clerk to advise Police in advance if he becomes aware of future events.
3.2. Police Comments. The Police were not in attendance.
3.3. Councillor D Maxwell (NNC). The Councillor advised a Community Table Tennis Table had been installed at Crow Hill Community Centre for general public use. 
3.4. She requested the council revisit the commemoration plaques for trees on Church Green. Councillors agreed to discuss at future meeting. N.B. Six month rule applies.

4 Matters arising from the minutes:
4.1. Electronic Speed Signs / Grant application. The Grants Programme had recently reopened and the application could now be submitted
4.2. Parish Council Election 2025. Nominations for twelve candidates had been submitted to the Returning Officer and were valid. Consequently, there would be no election and the Council could co-opt to fill the remaining seat.
4.3. Trees on Church Green. An inspection report concluded that all trees with the exception of one Holm Oak were in good health although many trees contained dead wood which should be removed for safety. A quote of £550 to remove the wood was to hand. This work could be carried out without prior notification. Councillors agreed that given the time scale it would be appropriate to have the work concluded before the trees were in full leaf, and not to obtain a second quote on this occasion.
4.4. Kettering Energy Park. Details of the application had now been published but too late for the agenda for this meeting. Proposed to hold an extraordinary meeting on 29th April at 7.30pm.
4.5. Highways Site at General Corner. Most of the vehicles and temporary buildings had now been removed from this location.

5 Planning Matters:
5.1. Planning Decisions:
5.1.1. Woodwell Three dwellings Planning in Principle NE/24/01270/PIP. Refused, due to flood risk, development in open countryside non-compliance with policies of the JCS. Also “It contravenes Policy EN1 of the Local Plan Part 2 (2023), which restricts new residential development outside identified locations. With no Neighbourhood Plan in place to support the proposal and given the unsustainable location……….. PIP is refused.”
5.2. New Planning Application(s):
5.2.1. Kettering Energy Park. See paragraph 5.4 above
5.3. Other Planning Matters:
5.3.1. None

6 New Correspondence / Clerk’s announcements:
6.1. Audit Requirements 2024/5 and 2025/6. The financial year just ended would not require external audit as the turnover was below £25,000. Guidance notes on the forthcoming year advised that many optional requirements would now be mandatory, as a result a “.gov.uk” email address (and website) would need to be secured during the coming year. Equally a number of policies would need to be adopted, even though the likelihood of them being used was negligible.
6.2. Proposed Closure of Kettering Mortuary. It was understood this service was to be moved to a purpose-built facility outside of Northampton. Councillors concluded that this would place unnecessary stress n bereaved families, especially from the north of the district and additional costs on funerals. More concerning was the fact that the building work had already commenced yet there had been no consultation. Clerk to write to Chief Executive of Trust.
6.3. Children’s Playground Swing. The safety cradle on one of the baby swings required attention with two of the “crutch strops” having broken. The Clerk advised replacement parts would be in the region of £90 and he was authorised to order, and arrange fitting. (NB Wicksteed fitting time scale 4-6 weeks)

7 Accounts For Payment:  
	Balance end of March 2025		£16,327.14
	Plus Interest			£0.08
				£16,327.22

	Less correction to DD141 understated by 		£8.16
	Less correction to donation towards Defib costs overstated by		£16.00
	Corrected Year End Balance March 2025		£16,303.06

	Less 
	Cheques		Power
	2625	Mr P Bird – Clerk (28 ½ hours)	1	£460.00
	2626	Mrs D Bosworth (Litter Picking 5 hrs) 	2	£61.05
	2627	P J Brett (Village Greens)	3	£228.00
	2628	R&G (Verges)	3	£578.40
	2629	Arthur J Gallagher (Insurance)	4	£534.25
	2630	E.on Lighting Maintenance	5	£245.40
	Direct Debits
	DD143	Yu Energy - Lighting	5	£47.29
	DD144	Yu Energy – Lighting	5	£373.73
				£2,528.12
				£13,774.92
	Powers to make payments
1	S112 Local government Act 1972 - Power to employ a Clerk
2	S137 Local Government Act 1972 – Power to spend on benefits to general public
3	S9&10 Open Saces Act 1906; S19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 - Power to provide, maintain recreation ground and open spaces
4	S101 Local Government Act 2000 – Power to provide insurance cover
5	S3 Parish Council Act 1957; Highways Act 1980 S301 - Power to provide public lighting

8 Playing Field Report
8.1. Mr Chapman had nothing to report.

9 Appointment of Litter Picker
9.1. Three applications had been received by the council. It was agreed that a sub committee be created comprising two councillors (who ideally did not know the candidates) and the Chairman, and to hold brief interviews and answer any questions the candidates might have at a date to be arranged. Agreed that Mrs Fothergill and Mrs Hathaway together with Mr Banham be the appointed persons on this occasion. Clerk to arrange.
 
10 Consider Risk Assessment Report re council’s assets
10.1. The Clerk reported that some of the benches around the village would benefit from some wood preservative, the telephone kiosk was starting to fade a little and could do with a general tidy up inside. The benches at the children’s playground still needed improving and the damaged swing although made secure needed to be repaired (see para 7.3 above). 
A speculative quotation regarding repairs to the edges of the safety matting had been obtained and was in the region of £17,000. Mr Chapman to advise the clerk of contact details for a local independent installer.

11 Police Liaison Representative
11.1. Mr M Vaughan had no matters to report.

12 Other Business for future meetings
12.1. The Clerk, on behalf of the Council thanked Councillor Maxwell for her attendance and wished her well in the future. Thanks were offered to two councillors not seeking re-election: Susan O’Donnell for her attendance since joining the council in May 2022, and also Doug Sharples who had been a councillor for two periods 1995-1999 and 2001-2025. 
12.2. Congratulations were extended to Neil Chapman who had attended all 48 meetings since the May 2021, a feat possibly never achieved previously and certainly not within the last 60 years. (Full attendance details are record on the council’s website) 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:15pm.



Signed							Date

	Woodford Parish Council	
