October 2023	48
Minutes of a Meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 17th October 2023 in the Schoolroom of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm

1 Present:
1.1. Councillors: Mr G Banham (chair), Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mrs J Hathaway, Mr M Hurst, Mrs C Hughes, Mrs S O’Donnell, Mr D Sharples, Ms S Southcombe, Mr C Swiecicki, Mr M Vaughan.
1.2. Cllr Maxwell, Mr P T Bird (Clerk).

2 Apologies for absence:
2.1. Mr I Vaughan

3 Minutes of last Parish Council Meeting:
3.1. The minutes of the September Parish Council Meeting having been circulated were agreed as a true record.

4 Public Participation:
4.1. Police Comments. Not present
4.2. Cllr D Maxwell NNC. Cllr Maxwell advised she was calling for “chaperones” to be in place on all school buses to monitor passenger behaviour.
4.3. The councillor advised she was monitoring the Traveller site to ensure the maximum number of six caravans was not exceeded. And that no commercial activity was taking place from the site.
It was noted more trees had been felled, but occupiers claimed to NNC that these were in line with the approved planning application. 
4.4. Electors. None

5 Matters arising from the minutes:
5.1. Kettering Energy Park. The open letter had been sent to NNC but no response had been received. The number of Parish Councils signing up to the contents was continuing to increase.
5.2. Dog Bin Newtown. An application form for assessment of the site had been completed and submitted to NNC. The cost of bin and installation would be £150, plus £50 per year for emptying – if approved.
5.3. No Parking Signs – Village Green. The Clerk had received quotation for £150 for provision and installation. Cllr Maxwell offered to fund through Empowerment Fund. Cllr was asked to forward application form.
5.4. Speedcheck. Nothing had yet been heard from PCSO re speed tests offered on his last visit. Clerk was asked to chase up.

6 Planning Matters:
6.1. Planning Decisions:
6.1.1. 3 The Moorings. Rear extension and internal remodelling NE/23/00738/FUL Approved.
6.1.2. 78 Highfield. First Floor Side Extension NE/23/00303/FUL Approved
6.2. New Planning Application(s):
6.2.1. 4 Club Lane – tree works to rear garden – NE/23/00915/TCA No Objection
6.2.2. Manor Farm Addington Road. Installation of leaded windows – NE/23/00935/LBC. No Objection
6.3. Other Planning Matters:
6.3.1. Recycling Plant – Cranford Road – NN/21/00040/WASFUL Withdrawn



7 New Correspondence / Clerk’s announcements:
7.1. Damaged Swing – Further to emails a replacement “crotch strap” for one of the swings had been ordered. All attempts to remove the swing in the meantime had failed, but the condition of the equipment had been regularly reviewed.

8 Accounts For Payment:  
	Balance end of September 2023		£27,811.58
Plus Insurance Refund		£50.00
				£27,861.58
	Less 
	2532	Mr P Bird Clerk (31 ½ hrs)	£425.00
	2533	Mrs D Bosworth Litter Picker (8 hrs)	£80.56
	2534	Mr D Cullum Groundsman (8 hrs)	£70.40
	2535	E.on Lighting ¼ maintenance	£245.40
	2536	R&G Verge cutting	£558.06
	2537	PKF Littlejohn – External auditor	£252.00
	DD105	Yu Energy	£44.60
	DD106	Yu Energy	£368.50
			£2,044.52			£25,817.06
8.1. It was resolved that these invoices be approved for payment
8.2. The Clerk circulated details of expenditure to date, and anticipated expenditure. The contents were discussed and noted.
8.3. External Auditors Report. Report was to hand and contained no recommendations or sanctions.
8.4. Donation to Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. Mr Chapman proposed, and it was unanimously resolved that a donation be made of £100.00.

9 Reaffirm Tree type for planting on Church Green.
9.1. Councillors reaffirmed their wish to plant an evergreen oak (Quercus Ilex) Clerk to arrange tree, stake and guard. A 2.0m -2.5m tree would cost approximately £75.00 - £100.00 depending upon the size of the tree (.Trees greater than 2.5m fell into the next price bracket)

10 Verge and village green maintenance	
10.1. Discussion regarding the future of verge cutting and village green cutting took place. Agreed that verge cutting should remain unchanged i.e. under contract for the verges inside the 30mph zone, monthly cut and the grassed area in The Paddocks twice monthly cut. 
With regard to the village greens previously cut by Mr Cullum as required. Clerk to advertise for an employee (not contractor) in Saints Alive on work on similar terms.

11 Co-option of Parish Councillor
11.1. Mrs Sally Bryant had resubmitted a request to be considered for co-option as a Parish Councillor. It was resolved that Mrs Bryant be co-opted to the Council. 

12 JAG Report
12.1. No Comments.

13 Playing Field Report
13.1. No comments

14 Other Business for future meetings
14.1. Mr Hurst complained about the state of the noticeboard and out of date notices contained thereon. Clerk offered to review.
14.2. Comments were made regarding an old trailer chassis dumped in Highfield. Clerk to refer to the authorities



There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm.



Signed							Date
	Woodford Parish Council	
